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Dear Sirs, 
 
We applaud the efforts of Midhurst Area Cycling Group, Sustrans and WSCC to encourage 

safe cycling by providing multi-use tracks in our area for non-motorised use as part of a 

broader network throughout the county and beyond.    We welcome the opportunity to 

comment on the specific proposals for the Midhurst Greenway. 

 

We drew attention to the planned exhibition on our Facebook page, attended the exhibition 

ourselves, and spoke to a number of stakeholder representatives.  We feel we have a grasp 

of the project and also of the feelings of many residents.  We then sent a questionnaire to 

our members (attached) and we can now report on their responses. 

 

Only one person was in favour of the scheme as outlined at the exhibition.  However, with 

one exception all responders were in favour of a scheme that dealt with the concerns 

outlined in the questionnaire.  It would seem, therefore, that there exists goodwill for the 

principle of improving safe cycle accessibility, but changes are needed to the proposals if 

they are to receive popular support. 

 

However, we are perturbed at the way this project seems to be being rushed.  We 

appreciate that there is a sense of urgency lest the grant is lost, but that is no reason to 

inflict on Midhurst a project that is not wanted or needed.  It would appear that good 

practice is not being followed for this community project.  In particular:  

• No cost/benefit analysis.  It’s no excuse to say ‘but it’s under £0.5 million’.  

• No attempt to gauge the number of additional cycle journeys that might result, and 

their subsequent impact on the South Pond area.  

• Avoidance of a planning application (and thereby requirements on environmental 

impact assessments, and the opportunity for all residents to consider the full 

implications and comment accordingly.  

• A final decision that will likely be made by a single individual within WSCC.  

As with the residential care home proposed for The Grange Development Site, it would 

appear that decisions are being made by outside agencies without due regard for the needs 

and wishes of the local community.  

 

We are also concerned that a large area of grass will be replaced with a hard surface of (as 

yet) unspecified material.  This is not helping the fight against climate change.  

We believe we are speaking for our members and many other residents when we say that 

the scheme should be modified, perhaps along the lines of our questionnaire.  Thus:  
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• Rather than widening Jubilee Path, cyclists could be directed down Taylors Field, 

which is already wide and well-lit.  

• Rather than taking bikes over the bridge (a sharp left-turn) cyclists could continue 

down the south side of the pond, well away from the wildfowl-watchers on the 

north side.   

• Road markings and priorities in Chichester Road would need minor modifications.  

• A 20mph speed limit should be introduced in Church Hill and South Street.  

We would be happy to engage with other stakeholders to produce a plan that meets with 

approval from all parties.  

 

Harvey Tordoff 

Acting Chairman 
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